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Today marks an exciting transformation in the Steel Joist industry.  The merger of 

Steel Dynamics and Roanoke Electric Steel brings together three separate joist 

companies with years of history.   

 

New Millennium Building Systems was founded in 1999 in Butler, Indiana.  A 

second plant began production in 2005 in Lake City, Florida.  Both plants have the 

latest technology and innovations available today. 

 

Add the history and experience of Hancock and Socar to those two modern, efficient 

joist and deck manufacturing plants, and you have a dynamic team of  people, 

equipment and attitude.  Socar, started in 1966, has two plants, one in Continental, 

Ohio and one in Florence, South Carolina.  Socar is the industry leader in non-

standard joist and girder profiles.   Hancock began operations in 1946 and is located 

in Salem, Virginia.   John W. Hancock, Jr., Inc. is the oldest continuously operating 

joist company in the United States.  Both the Socar and Hancock plants will be 

undergoing extensive renovations and upgrades, while maintaining their current 

production capacity.  Though their names will change to New Millennium, the fine 

people at these three plants will tie the past to the future. 

 

This marriage of history and technology will yield improved customer service, 

competitive pricing, expanded product range and excellent coverage for most of the 

United States.  It allows all five manufacturing plants to pool our resources, 

coordinate our efforts and be the most customer-oriented joist company serving 

North America. 

 

The people in our combined sales force will remain the same.  A few of our sales 

staff will relocate to other areas, as there is currently some overlap in markets.  The 

end result will be better coverage in more markets.  By having five separate 

production plants that communicate, cooperate and consolidate our efforts, 

customer service is enhanced.   

 

The 885 men and women of New Millennium Building Systems are proud of our 

history and are poised for the future.  We look forward to working with you as a 

strategic partner in the North American construction industry. 
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